
 

 

 

 

 

 

95th Annual Meeting & Convention 

Charting A Course Towards Equity 
St. Clair County Community College • M-Tech Welcome Center  

323 Erie St., Port Huron, MI 48060 
 

Friday – June 2 

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.  Registration /Breakfast 

8:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.  *Silent Auction 

9:00 a.m.    Welcome 

   Julie Armstrong – SC4 Chief Economist & VP Economic Services 

   Penny Larsen - AAUW of Michigan President’s Message  

9:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Leader Essentials Breakout Session I (A-F repeats) 

    (A) I Got Elected, Now What Do I Do? 

    (B) Radical Feminist Self-Care in 2017 

    (C) Lobby Corps/Two Minute Activist 

    (D) Membership Matters 

    (E) Google Apps & Online Tools 

    (F) One Member One Vote 

10:45 a.m. – Noon  Leader Essentials Breakout Session II   

Noon – 12:45 p.m.    LUNCH 

12:45 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. One Member One Vote  

1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  AAUW Women’s Issues Conversation  

    Amy Shamroe, AAUWMI Diversity Director - moderator 

  

2:30 – 3:00   One Member One Vote 

3:15 – 3:30   Penny Larsen – AAUW of MI President 

4:00 – 7:00 pm  Trolley Tour - Explore Port Huron  

    Dinner on your own 
 

7:30 – 9:00 pm  AAUW of Michigan Reception – Blue Water Grand Ballroom  

    Penny Larsen – AAUW of MI President 

    Special Port Huron Branch acknowledgement 

    Susan Barley - AAUW Board of Director 

    Networking activity  

9:00 – 10:00 pm  AAUW ER Fundraising Activity –  Blue Water Riverwalk  



 

 

     

 

 

 

95th Annual Meeting & Convention 

Charting a Course Towards Equity 

Blue Water Convention Center • Lake Huron Ballroom 
500 Thomas Edison Pkwy, Port Huron, MI 48060 

 

 

SATURDAY – June 3 

8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  Registration  

8:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.  *Silent Auction 

 

9:15    Flag Ceremony - Girl Scout Troops 84001 & 71136  

    Welcome  

    Penny Larsen - President, AAUW of Michigan  

Joyce Beauchamp & Donna Galbraith  

Co-Presidents Port Huron Branch 

Honorable Pauline Repp – Mayor, Port Huron 

    

9:30    AAUW of Michigan President’s Welcome Message 
 

9:45 – 10:45 a.m.  Susan Barley, AAUW Board Director 

    AAUW National Update 

    Legacy Circle Pin presentation 

 

10:45 

    BREAK 

11:00 – 12:30 pm  Business Session – I  

 

12:30 – 1:15   LUNCH 

 

1:15 pm – 1:45  AWARD PRESENTATIONS 

    Speech Trek Award Presentation 

    Our Mission Matters Awards 

    Membership Awards 

    AAUW Funds Award  

    Liz Kummer Award 

    

1:45 – 2:30   KEYNOTE SPEAKER  

    Dr. Tonya M. Mathews  

    CEO/President - Michigan Science Center 

 

2:30 – 2:45   BREAK 

 

2:45 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  MEET THE STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL  

 

4:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.  Wrap Up/Adjourn* - Penny Larsen – AAUW of MI President 



 

 

 

 

 

PLENARY SESSIONS 

 

Women’s Issues Conversations 

Friday, June 2 

1:15 pm – 2:30 pm 

Learn about and discuss major issues facing women in 

2017. Topics will include pay equity and other economic 

issues, the Equal Rights Amendment, health care and 

female biases, sexual abuse and human trafficking, and the 

importance of having more women in public office. 

AAUW's programs Start Smart, Work Smart and ElectHer 

(also She Should Run) will be shared along with Michigan specific information. 

Amy Shamroe, AAUW MI Diversity Director will moderate this conversation. 

 

 

 

 

 

MEET THE STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL  

Saturday, June 3 

2:45 pm – 3:30 pm 

In an open format Q/A session with SAC 

members from the 2016-17 and 2017-18 

councils, learn more about your student 

leaders. Get to brainstorm ideas for the future 

with them. This unique opportunity for 

intergenerational coalition building will be a highlight of the weekend!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

LEADER ESSENTIALS BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 

Leader Essentials workshops offer how-to resources that keep you on top of 

best practices to be the most effective at advancing AAUW’s mission. State 

and member leader-led activities aim to support member leaders at all levels. 

The breakouts give attendees opportunities to learn, share and exchange 

ideas while enhancing core skills. Repeating breakout sessions are 

scheduled Friday, June 2 from 9:15 am to Noon. 

 

Breakout Session Descriptions: 
 

(A) I GOT ELECTED, NOW WHAT DO I DO?  

Whether you are the new president, program v.p., 

finance chair or in any one of the many AAUW branch 

leadership roles, or aspire to be, it can be intimidating 

particularly during the first year. Understanding what 

is required in your new role is essential to your success. 

Dr. Penny J. Larsen, AAUWMI President, will share 

tips and guides that will assist new leaders (current 

ones as well) in locating the resources that will help 

them be most effective in their new roles. 

 

 

(B) Radical Feminist Self-Care in 2017  

SAC member McKenzie Campbell, will lead a discussion 

about how feminist activists can work to sustain 

themselves and their accomplices during politically 

challenging times. Walk away with new hands on skills to 

sustain your activist work. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

LEADER ESSENTIALS BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

 

(C) Virtual Lobby Corps and Two-Minute 

Activist   

This workshop led by AAUW of Michigan 

Public Policy Director Amanda Phillips and 

Government Relations Coordinator Mary 

Pollock will feature a description of the AAUW 

of MI Lobby Corps activities, the national 

AAUW Two Minute Activist (what it does, how 

to sign up, how to use it in your branch) but most 

of the time will be spent learning about the public policy activities in some 

local branches with outstanding programs including South Haven, Northville-

Novi, Iron Mountain and Marquette. 

 

 

 

(D)  Membership Matters  

How healthy is your branch? Join us for a checkup, 

treatment, and prevention programs for declining 

membership. We will examine healthy branch bodies 

that deliver quality experiences for all. The prognosis is 

that half of all associations will be dead or dying by 

2030. Matters of membership are everyone's business. 

It's critical. Deb Kennedy, AAUWMI Membership 

VP, guides this resource rich workshop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

LEADER ESSENTIALS BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

 

(E) Google Apps &  

Online Collaboration tools 

The free edition of Google Apps offer 

timesaving resources to help manage the work 

of the busy member leader. This workshop 

connects you with tools that you may not be 

aware of like G-Suite, You-Tube Live HOA, 

Google Drive, Docs and Forms, and Google Hangouts an Skype for Business. 

Walk away with how to conduct online video conferencing, collaborate, share 

files and documents, create forms, and much, much more. Attendees are 

strongly encouraged to bring their laptops, I-pads and tablets for this session. 

Janet Watkins, Program VP & Technology/Website Director leads this 

interactive workshop. 

 

 

 

(F) One Member One Vote 

AAUW’s One Member, One Vote election 

process gives every one of us a say in the future 

of AAUW. Ever since delegates at the 2009 

AAUW National Convention approved the 

concept of “One Member, One Vote,” we have 

worked to develop a voting method that makes it 

possible for all members to engage in the 

governance process. This workshop will guide 

member leaders through the OMOV process 

including a review of the bylaw amendments, changes to the public policy 

program and 2 resolutions. Members will also be able to vote on-line during 

the workshop if they bring their AAUW Voter Pin found on the back of their 

April issue of Outlook.   Elizabeth Haynes, Parlimentarian & AAUW 

Governance Co-Chair leads this informative session. 



 

 

 

 
 

AAUW of Michigan 95th Annual Meeting & Convention 

1:15 PM  Friday  June 2, 2017  
Women’s Issues Discussion  

 

 

1:15pm- Amy Shamroe gives brief overview format and women’s issues to be 
discussed (Running for Office, Economic Issues, ERA, Title IX). She will then share her 
experience of deciding to run for office and discuss She Should Run and statistics from 
the group about what it takes to get women to run 

 

 

1:25pm- Prompt question(s) presented to members for table discussions regarding 
running for office. 
 

 

1:35pm- Janet Watkins will talk about pay equity issues and tie into discussion of Start 
Smart/Work Smart 
 

 

1:40pm- Prompt question(s) presented to members for table discussions regarding 
experiences with $mart $tart, general knowledge (or lack of) by members at table, etc 

 

 

1:55pm- Amanda Philips will give an update about current efforts and strategies 
regarding the ERA. 
 

 

2:00- Prompt question(s) presented to members for table discussions to share thoughts 
on ERA passage and/or importance  
 

 

2:10- Jan Van Gasse will discuss Title IX, highlighting actions taken by her branch 

 

 

2:15- Prompt questions presented to members to discuss branch activities or initiatives 
to increase awareness of Title IX in communities.  
 

2:25- Use what time is left to have a couple tables share what ideas they have learned 
from each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

SPEAKERS 
 
 

Dr. Tonya M. Matthews 

President/CEO  

Michigan Science Center 

BIO 

 

A thought-leader in museum engagement 

and open-classroom, hands-on STEM 

(science, technology, engineering and math) 

education, Dr. Tonya M. Matthews serves as 

the Michigan Science Center’s chief 

executive officer and president. Her diverse 

background includes academic and 

professional work as a Ph.D. scientist, 

educator, community volunteer and award 

winning writer/poet. 

Dr. Matthews is the Michigan Science 

Center’s first permanent chief executive and 

has led its climb to becoming the STEM Hub 

for greater Detroit and the state of Michigan. During her tenure, MiSci has 

become a central part of the critical work in science education and STEM 

career preparations. Previously, Dr. Matthews served as the vice president 

of museums for Cincinnati Museum Center, directing the education, 

research and community engagement footprints of a multi-site museum 

and research institution. During her time in Cincinnati, she was instrumental 

in positioning the museum as a thought leader in STEM education and 

engagement. She created the Museum Center’s signature program in early 

childhood educator training in science that annually trains more than 150 



 

 

teachers throughout the region with measurable classroom impact. Prior to 

that role, Dr. Matthews worked with the Maryland Science Center as 

manager of BodyLink, an innovative, multimedia education center focused 

on biotechnology. While at the Maryland Science Center, she created an 

outreach lab program for city high school students through formation of an 

institutional partnership between the science center, the National Institutes 

of Health, the University of Maryland and the Baltimore City Health 

Department. These early experiences helped shaped Dr. Matthews’ 

strategic philosophy that program and institutional sustainability is best 

supported through strong, meaningful private-public-corporate partnerships 

and by positioning museums as collaborative community education 

partners. 

Dr. Matthews is also a published, performing poet. As a writer, she is noted 

for her insightful social commentary and poetry-based community 

engagement. She has published four poetry collections, including “Still 

Swinging” (Three Sisters Press) now in its second edition, and produced 

the critically-acclaimed debut CD “The Legend of AFRODITE.” Dr. 

Matthews is a Library of Congress Center for the Book honoree, as well as 

an alumna of the Hurston-Wright Writing Fellows, where she studied with 

renowned poet Sonia Sanchez. Her grassroots poetry commentary and 

contributions to new American poetry are commemorated with a permanent 

exhibit in the Reginald F. Lewis Maryland Museum of African-American 

History and Culture. 

Dr. Matthews has also served as adjunct and visiting faculty at several 

colleges including, Stevenson College in Maryland and George Washington 

University in Washington, DC. Additionally, she spent an early part of her 

career at the Food and Drug Administration in the division of restorative 

and neurological devices. 

After completing her baccalaureate studies at Duke University in 

biomedical and electrical engineering, Dr. Matthews received her doctorate 

in biomedical engineering from Johns Hopkins University School of 

Medicine. Her undergraduate degree includes a certificate in African and 



 

 

African-American Studies. She is the recipient of a Whitaker Foundation 

Award for Engineering Excellence and an alumni member of the National 

Society of Black Engineers and the Society for Women Engineers. 

Always actively engaged in the work of building community, Dr. Matthews 

currently serves as a board member for Detroit Cristo Rey High School, 

Midtown Detroit, Culture Source, and Detroit Public Television. Additionally, 

Dr. Matthews sits on the board for the American Alliance of Museums and 

Chatfield College. In 2015, she was appointed to the National Assessment 

Governing Board by the Secretary of Education. She is a Greater 

Cincinnati YWCA Career Woman of Achievement and was recently 

recognized by WIN as a Most Influential African American Woman in 

Detroit Honoree. She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and 

The Links, Incorporated. Dr. Matthews has participated with and supported 

mentoring programs for more than a decade. Throughout her studies and 

varied work, Matthews continues to teach, learn and engage – finding the 

perfect home with museums, a field that thrives on community partnerships 

and a commitment to all children and every lifelong learner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sue Barley 

AAUW  

Board Director & Legacy Circle Member 

 
 

Sue Barley is a member of branches in Missouri 
and Florida, the AAUW Ballwin-Chesterfield 
Branch, the AAUW St. Louis Branch, and the 
AAUW Greater Naples Branch. Sue is a member 
of the AAUW Legacy Circle Team and the AAUW 
Charting the Course Campaign Honorary Advisory 
Committee. Previously, she served on the 2009–
11 AAUW Breaking through Barriers Major Gifts 
Campaign Committee, the 2011–13 AAUW 
Leadership Corps, and the 2011–15 AAUW 
Fundraising Committee. She is chair of the 
Committee Appointments Task Force and is a 

board representative on the 2017 Convention Committee. Sue is a 
community volunteer, currently serving on the Repertory Theatre of St. 
Louis Volunteer Board, where she chairs three committees, and she has 
volunteered with the Girl Scouts of Eastern Missouri for more than 40 
years. Currently, she is a Girl Scout Gold Award consultant. 
 
 

  



 

 

EXPERIENCE PORT HURON 
TROLLEY TOUR  

4 PM to 6:00 PM • Friday • June 2 
 

ITINERARY 
4:00 pm to 5:00 pm - Trolley will pick members up from the Hilton Doubletree Hotel 
entrance 800 Harker St, Port Huron, MI 48060. Docent guided trolley tour of selected 
Port Huron sites.  
 
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm - DINNER ON YOUR OWN 
 

FORT GRATIOT LIGHT STATION 
 

Climb to the top of the tower for an awesome view of Lake Huron and the majestic 
Blue Water Bridges. After extensive renovation, the lighthouse tower is open for public 
viewing and climbing. Along with restoration of lighthouse tower, a splendid gift shop 
has been added as well as artifacts display. The Fort Gratiot Lighthouse, built in 1825 
and rebuilt in 1829 and 1861, was the first lighthouse on Lake Huron and is the oldest 
working lighthouse in Michigan. Visit the webpage 
PLEASE BE AWARE: For the safety of all guests, closed-toe shoes are required 
to climb the tower. The Port Huron Museum apologizes for any inconvenience 
that this may cause, but it is for the safety of all.  
 

 
 
HURON LIGHTSHIP 

Visit a real functioning Lightship 
Lightships are floating lighthouses that are anchored in areas where it was 
too deep, expensive, or impractical to construct a lighthouse. Lightships 
displayed a light at the top of a mast and, in areas of fog, also sounded a 
fog signal and radio beacon. The fog signals used over the years consisted 
of bells, whistles, trumpets, sirens, and horns. Early fog horns were 
powered by steam and later by air compressors. The Huron Lightship 
sounded her fog horn signal in 3 second blasts every 30 seconds and was 
known locally as “Old B.O.” because of the familiar sound her horn made. 
Visit the webpage 

 
 

THOMAS EDISON DEPOT MUSEUM 
 

Visit this interactive museum on the waterfront for a hands-on 
experience of Thomas Edison’s inventions and experiments. 

It is housed inside the historic Fort Gratiot depot built in 1858 by the 
Grand Trunk Railway, and is the actual depot that Thomas Edison 
worked out of as a news butcher between 1859 and 1863. Trains 
connecting here carried people and freight between Port Huron and 
Detroit, Point Edward/Sarnia (Ontario), and other destinations, linking 
Port Huron to the world.  Visit the webpage 

 
 
  

http://bit.ly/2qfJQYU
https://www.phmuseum.org/huron-lightship/
http://bit.ly/2qfMa1X


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Need YOU! 
 

An exciting silent auction is planned for our spring convention in Port 
Huron!  Starting 9 am Friday June 2, members will have the opportunity to 
bid on several items donated by AAUW members.  The Silent auction will 
resume on Saturday, June 3 from 9 am to Noon.  
 
To date we have wine, coffee, and Mary Kay baskets, original art and 
beautiful trendy jewelry pieces. Look for us in the vendor's area. Please 
support our silent auction by bidding generously!  
 
Funds generated from the auction will support value-added initiatives and 
programs such as our Student Advisory Council, Speech Trek and 
Government Relations Coordinator (our state lobbyist) to invest in AAUW's 
future, strength, and advocacy work. 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
 
 

AAUW of Michigan Reception 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  

Friday  June 2 
Blue Water Convention Center Grand Ballroom 

 
Join AAUW members for a fun interactive evening of conversation, cocktails and light 
hors d’oeuvres.  Special Port Huron Branch acknowledgment and remarks from 
AAUWMI president Penny Larsen and AAUW National Board Member Sue Barley.   
 

 

 

 

AAUW Eleanor Roosevelt Fundraiser Activity - ($25 donation) 
Stroll along the Blue Water Riverwalk  

Friday  June 2 
9:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

 
 

Blue Water River Walk 
This major habitat restoration project along the St. Clair River in Port Huron began in 

2010. Desmond Landing started out as a 

mile-long stretch of industrial wasteland, but 

when this project finished in June 2014, it 

became a beautiful shoreline with suitable 

habitat for fish and wildlife. With a restored 

and naturalized shoreline, the River Walk is 

safer and has more places for public to 

access the water in this primarily urban 

landscape. Read more:  http://scriver.org/blue-water-river-walk/ 
 

http://scriver.org/blue-water-river-walk/

